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when he was again among friends in South Italy, he reissued
most stringently the decree against lay investiture. Distance
lent him courage, but he was soon to lose that safeguard.
For Henry, who was anxious to obtain imperial coronation,
saw the necessity of placating the Pope, and reopened negotia-
tions in a milder tone. Paschal, while still refusing to com-
promise on the question of investiture, consented to crown
him. This gave Henry his opportunity. In 1110 he issued
his summons to an expedition to Italy for the imperial
coronation.
crown
His march Henry could count on obedience to the summons, for the
obligation to accompany the king with a full contingent
when he went to Rome to receive the imperial crown was
acknowledged to be peculiarly binding. So it was at the
head of a large army that he entered Italy in August 1110,
and was able to restore to the German Crown authority over
the Italian kingdom. He received a welcome even from
countess Matilda of Tuscany, and owing to the constant
friendship she maintained with him the Pope lost a valuable
ally. The Normans in South Italy made no move, being
fearful themselves of being attacked by the formidable
imperial army. So Paschal was left to his own resources.
Henry was approaching, and had made it clear that he would
not yield on the matter of investiture. The Pope suddenly
brought forward a proposal which was at once a testimony
to the sincere piety of his nature and to his inexperience of
practical politics.
The proposal The crux of the whole matter was the lay control over the
of Paschal II Church, and he had aheady attempted to cut the Gordian
knot when in 1102 he had decreed that ecclesiastics were not
to receive even their temporalities from lay hands. This was
a position too extreme for him to maintain, but at any rate
there was one point on which he could agree with the king ;
for Henry repeatedly affirmed that though he invested with
ring and staff it was only the temporalities of the see that he
conferred. Paschal now proposed that the clergy should
give up all the temporalities, including offices and jurisdictions
as well as domains, which they held from the king, and that
Henry should then renounce the ceremony of investiture,
which would indeed be meaningless. " Let the clergy be
content with tithes and offerings,5' said Paschal ; and again :

